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Breed progress is being achieved in certain parts of the world and I am more than sure that if the breeders of the past were around today, they would agree with me. In less than thirty years I have seen the breed progress from the top animals of their time, such as Silver Convention in Europe and Jackadandy in the UK to today, where we now see many specimens with their virtues and more importantly improved versions of these two.

This recognition of breed progress is however not on a global scale and as explained in this series of articles, I think this is a result of the “correct thinking” mindset found in the UK, which is missing in other parts of the world. Take a look at the lineage below and see if you understand where I am coming from.

Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative

Jobrulu Jacqueminot
Souperlative Jackadandy of Ormandy



Meregis Jack Knife – (Double Up Bonaparte)



Ghabar Crusader - (Outcross back to offspring from Bonaparte’s sire)

Ghabar The Admiral – (Double up Silver Satin)

Ghabar Flagship – (Three times Silver Satin)



Kilacabar Rolling Thunder - (Outcross back to Jackadandy offspring)

Kilacabar Stand and Deliver - (Outcross back to Bonaparte offspring)

Flashpoint Inferno of Kilacabar - (Double up Rolling Thunder – 4 times the Admiral)


Lustyglaze Too Hot To Handle - (3 times Rolling Thunder)
Alecto Cool Barracuda - (Double Up Inferno)

Marshalsea Hell Raiser (Inferno son)

Dazlin Defiance - (3 times Inferno)

Nosettrap Celtic Star - (3 times Inferno)

Bilboen Latin Lover (Double Up Hell Raiser)

Now perhaps ask yourself, “From which lines should we expect the future top UK dogs to come from, and what are the UK breeders doing that many other breeders are not doing?”

If this series of articles achieves anything, I hope it has provided a guiding light towards helping people become better breeders. Success is achieved in many ways and in reality there is no right and wrong way to breed, due to the simple fact that gene pairing in the offspring is completely random and totally out of the hands of breeders. This means success can and does come from the most unexpected corners.

On the other hand, I hope that I have provided a different focus of thought, compared to what is accepted as the norm (our conditioning) when it comes to breeding, and that this has made breeders question their conditioning and approach to breeding. It has not been my objective to convert anyone to my way of thinking, but merely to have him or her question what is right or wrong and if anything, have them question what is and is not working in their approach to breeding.

The balance of colour in our breed is of concern and I hope that the discussion I have started will be debated further around the world. I would also like to think that the articles on same sex, complimentary breeding has challenged breeders to a point where they question their early years conditioning. As mentioned, I believe I have only scratched the surface when it comes to a link between the same sexes in the pedigree and the same sex offspring. By exploring this further, breeders will provide further direction or clarification. After all, I could be totally delusional and simply seeing something there that does not exist, however, the evidence to date indicates that this needs further investigation.

In concluding this article I would like to provide you with an updated version of what I consider to be the basic breeding principles.

Basic Breeding Principles
1. Line and in breed when ever possible to a dog or bitch of the highest standard. This maintains the gene pool intensity and provides greater pre-potency in the breeding partners.


2. Recognise significant breed progress within the bloodline and make the decision to now line breed to the Bull Terrier displaying the significant breed improvement. This allows you to minimise the dips (throw backs) you see in breeding programmes from time to time. 

3. Complimentary breeding (using Bull Terriers that do not share the same faults) is paramount. Even more importantly is to view complimentary breeding from a same sex perspective – Same Sex, Complimentary Breeding.


4. The sire and dam, of the dog and bitch that you plan to mate, will influence the outcome just as much as the mating partners. Always look to use outstanding Bull Terriers in your breeding program, who have very good parents.


5. Only outcross if you are looking for specific virtues that you cannot find within the bloodline or to rectify health issues. Select from the offspring, Bull Terriers displaying the desired virtue and then return to the bloodline.


6. Always strive to bring the collective parts (Head, Temperament, Bone and Substance, Construction and Agility, Good Heath, and Quality) together in planned matings.


7. Try to avoid virtue/ fault obsessions as a breeder and focus on the complete Bull Terrier. It is the complete Bull Terrier that counts, not individual aspects.


8. Realise the importance of colour in Bull Terriers and look to preserve the three foundation colours (Black, Red and Tri-colour) and the ever important brindle factor.


9. Make it a breeding principle not to breed from mediocre stock, as this will affect your progress both in the short and long term. Breed with Bull Terriers that display honest worth/ desirable virtues.

10. Remember the Bull Terrier by designed is a fighting dog and the make and shape, combined with ring presence should always shout gladiator of the canine race. Aggression IS NOT ring presence.

11. The Bull Terrier head shape is unique to our breed, so always look to preserve this feature. Remember that the width, strength and depth of the head are more important than a flashy profile. Under jaws should be clearly visible with width and depth to them.


12. The temperament of a Bull Terrier is just as important as the visual appearance. Recognise where bad temperaments are a hereditary problem and avoid breeding or line breeding to these Bull Terriers. Bull Terriers should not be shy or quick to bite. 


13. Do not breed from Bull Terriers that have health problems.

14. Realise the importance of collective co-operation amongst breeders. Breeding in isolation will only limit your options and make stud selection more difficult.


15. Listen to experienced breeders offering advice, but develop the ability to filter out the half truths and self promotion from the meaningful information that you will need to become a better breeder. Do not treat every word as gospel.


16. Realise that as a breeder you do not know everything and that you are never too old to learn.


17. Continuous breed improvement is more important than individual success. To achieve this we must recognise good Bull Terriers, not matter who owns them.


18. Always assess or judge a Bull Terrier based on its collective virtues, not its faults.


19. Look for honest worth in a Bull Terrier and avoid being caught by flashy showmanship.


20. As a breeder, recognise the importance of finding excellent homes for the puppies that you will not keep. Do not be in a hurry to sell puppies or sell them too young. Each potential home should be vetted carefully. 
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