Bloodlines in South Africa
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If you speak to most breeders they will tell you that line breeding is one of the most successful forms of breeding.

Definition - Line Breeding

“Mating of individuals with a common ancestor some generations removed, with the purpose of accentuating particular features. 

When two related individuals are mated together and the resulting offspring carries less than 50% of any common ancestor in its pedigree (common ancestor must be on both sides of the pedigree)”

It is the act of line breeding that creates a bloodline and as described above, looks to accentuate particular features to the point that animals within the bloodline are recognisable by their features, type, faults etc. 

Ok, so we know what line breeding is and we understand that line breeding offers advantages in establishing traits/ features within our dogs, but have we recently really assessed what bloodlines are available in South Africa and the extent of the breeding pools within these bloodlines? 

I ask this question as clearly the strength of our bloodlines will dictate our rate of success going forward and also due to the reason that when I entered this breed back in the early 1980s I was fortunate, in as much as I could tap into the Sunduza line and build on the Sunduza success story (co-operative breeding).

In the earlier article you will have noted that over the years the top UK kennels are in fact an extension/ new generation of the original Ormandy and Souperlative line. First there was the Brobar kennel, then the Ghabar kennel and now the Kilacabar and new generation kennels. The line continues and strengthens from one generation to the next, yet in South Africa, like many other countries we fail to realise the importance of this selective gene pool strengthening. Yes, we import dogs and bitches from some very good international lines; however, there are very few breeders who constantly work at building on the foundation and even more importantly, the torch is not passed on from one kennel to the next.

As mentioned earlier, I attribute much of my early success to the Sunduza line and the intelligent breeding that Andre and Doulina Strydom did. The Sunduza line, took the decision in their early years to line breed to Ormandy’s Archangel, through the available stock in South Africa. Clearly they wanted to build on the success of the Ormandy/ Souperlative kennel, like the breeders in the UK had done. 

They achieved this and no one can dispute that the Sunduza line dominated Bull Terriers in South Africa throughout the 80s, and I am sure if the strength of the line had continued we would still see the line dominating today. The Sunduza breeding was to a large degree wasted/ diluted by the South African breeders in the 90s. There are many reasons for this happening and I understand that no one planned this, however, the end result is the same.

Likewise, I am also of the opinion that the Sandawana kennel has also played an important role in the breed in South Africa. Here again I think the South African breeders have wasted the efforts of David Harrison in general. I draw this conclusion based on the role the Sandawana kennel has played over the years, not so much from a breeding perspective, but more importantly through the contribution of potentially key imported breeding stock. 

There was of course Souperlative Spyglass, a son of Ormandy Archangel, but later on, and in my time, we would see Saper of Venwood, a son of Segreda St Christopher imported by David, which would be followed up with Dajan St. Nicolas, a son of Ghabar Flagship and now more recently Dajan Skies the Limit at Sandawana, a grand son of Kilacabar Inferno and Skies the Limit’s nephew, Dajan Double Act of Sandawana, a son of Nosetrapp Celtic Star of Kilacabar and well line breed to Inferno.

To date, I have not seen a breeder step forward, with the vision to consolidate and strengthen this gene pool, which is all related to the top dogs in the UK and all going back to the original Ormandy/ Souperlative lines.

Instead we outcross continuously, jumping from one bloodline or import to the next, diluting strength of pedigree, instead of intensifying the gene pool. I, like so many others, are equally guilty of this and if you take anything away from this, it must be an understanding of the importance to line breed to the very best that is available and an understanding that the original Ormandy/ Souperlative bloodline continues through key, closely line bred dogs. 

What bloodlines do we have in SA?

This is not an easy question to answer, as it all depends on how one would classify a bloodline and particularly if you recognise that for a bloodline to exist, one should be able to easily recognise animals belonging to that bloodline.

In short, I am of the opinion that we do not have any established bloodlines in South Africa at present, and at the very best we might be able to identify the infancy stages of potential bloodlines or the continuation of lines.  Local breeders tend to think no further than the next litter, rather than realising that sustainable success is build over a period of time. Every breeder has failures and heartache, including the top kennels, but what makes then different, is they see the failure only as a set back and not a reason to change direction. 

What people like Andre Strydom have preached in the past is, “do not breed indiscriminately”, sacrificing strength of pedigree, in the hope of jumping ahead in breed progress. Yes, use that outstanding import, but have a plan that will see you tap into a breeding pool or thereafter return to strengthen the pedigree in one direction or the other (sire and dam are not closely related – outcross).

Over the last ten or so years I have see breeders struggle to recreate their winning ways, yet when I look at some of the breeding decisions they have taken, I can understand why they are struggling. 

“Success once gained is easily lost, when one does
 not fully comprehend the reason for success.”

The potential bloodlines I am currently aware of and at infancy stage in South Africa are as follows:

1) Breeding based on Bonaparte of the French Border at Kingstonia


Although Bonaparte himself was not a heavily line breed dog, being out of a European dog to an English bitch, Colin Bohler (Kingstonia) has packed Bonaparte into his breeding, thereby creating strength of pedigree. In recent years we are seeing other breeders tap into this breeding, which could form the basis of a bloodline if continued, particularly as many breeders combined Bonaparte with Polytelis Frosty Boy in their breeding. 


The survival of this line will however, depend on the ability to expand the bloodline to the point that a selection of top dogs is available for breeders to use. As is the case with all lines, the line has to produce key dogs on an ongoing basis. When a line is based on a dog that is not closely line bred and where more than one dog is being line bred to, this can have a negative effect, resulting in success taking longer to achieve.
Pedigree of Bonaparte of the French Border at Kingstonia
	Parents
	Grand parents
	Great Grandparents

	Explorer of 

Prince Advokat
	Mercedes Buccaneer
	Ch Steadfast Thomas of Hardra

	
	
	

	
	
	Black Bull Brasil

	
	
	

	
	Polytelis Bessie
	Ch Steadfast Thomas of Hardra

	
	
	

	
	
	Polytelis Hopelessly Devoted

	
	
	

	Tinato Snow 
in Summer
	UK Ch Ghabar the Admiral
	Ch Ghabar Crusader

	
	
	

	
	
	UK Ch Ghabar Dee Jay

	
	
	

	
	Ch Ghabar Psalm
	Aricon Hawkeye Jack

	
	
	

	
	
	Brobar Silver Satin of Ghabar

	
	
	


2) Breeding based on Polytelis Frosty Boy at Inqunzi


Polytelis Frosty Boy himself was line bred to Silver Convention. Through the use of his sons, daughters and grandson, Centuria Rogue Robertson (double up Frosty Boy), as well as some breeding back to other bullies relating to Silver Convention, we have the foundation for the continuation of a bloodline. 

Pedigree of Polytelis Frosty Boy

	Parents
	Grandparents
	Great Grandparents

	Polytelis Red Pollux
	Union Jack Von Der Alten Veste

[double up Silver Convention]
	Ch Haus Puzzle Choice

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Yvonne Royal

	
	
	

	
	Belphegor Echo of Polytelis

[double up Silver Convention]

	Int & Multi Ch Quincy Imperator

	
	
	

	
	
	Multi Ch Polytelis Liberty White

	
	
	

	Polytelis White Gem
	Didimos Backcorner Black Boy
	Ch Polytelis Silver Convention

	
	
	

	
	
	Didimos Von Zur Wenselen

	
	
	

	
	Belphegor Echo of Polyteluis
[double up Silver Convention]
	Quincy Imperator

	
	
	

	
	
	Polytelis Liberty White

	
	
	


Although we have not seen the Centuria kennel breed much of later, I do believe that they are breeding again. The line has however being continued through the efforts of the Carradice kennel, which has strengthened the bloodline by doubling up on Rogue Robertson (4 times Frosty Boy).


Their first major success was Carradice Flying Bullet, and from there, they have looked to consolidate this success. The real challenge is can the Carradice kennel continue to go it alone? They have worked hard to produce good dogs of late, which improves the stud selection potential, with Carradice Free Spirit being the stand out dog for me. 



Pedigree of Carradice Flying Bullet
	Parents
	Grandparents
	Great Grandparents

	Ch Centuria Rogue Robertson
	Ch Sandawana True As Bob
	Ch Polytelis Frosty Boy

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Sandawana Court Crystill

	
	
	

	
	Ch Centuria Black Satin
	Ch Polytelis Frosty Boy

	
	
	

	
	
	Centuria Black Velvet

	
	
	

	Carradice Lots Of Love
	Ch Rhinestone The Riddler
	Ch Rhinestone Remarkable

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Rhinestone Real Magic

	
	
	

	
	Ch Stranwyn Wendy Wiggles of Carradice
	Ch Stelron Lost Del Rio of Carradice

(Frosty Boy son)

	
	
	

	
	
	Stelron Hearts Afire

	
	
	


Pedigree of Carradice Free Spirit
	Parents 
	Grandparents
	Great Grandparents

	Ch Carradice Flying Bullet
	Ch Centuria Rogue Robertson

(Double up Frosty Boy)
	Ch Sandawana True As Bob

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Centuria Black Satin

	
	
	

	
	Carradice Lots Of Love
	Ch Rhinestone The Riddler

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Stranwyn Wendy Wiggles of Carradice (Frosty Boy grand 
aughter)

	
	
	

	Carradice Lavender Mist
	Ch Lubjan Rock And Stone
	Ch Sandawana Tommy Hotspur 

of Kingstonia (Frosty Boy son)

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Prinsburg Model Ballerina 

of Lubjan

	
	
	

	
	Carradice Speechless
	Stelron Harlem Knight of Carradice

	
	
	

	
	
	Stelron Stolen Hearts 

of Carradice

	
	
	


As I know the Carradice kennel and breeding well, their success and willingness to go the distance with this line is commendable. I do feel however, that without other breeders buying into the bloodline, stud dogs etc it will be difficult to maintain the success rate, with there always being a temptation to go out of the line. At the same time, there has to be continued progress beyond the current dogs and the vision to see past Flying Bullet. Personally I believe Carradice Free  Spirit is a better dog than his sire, Bullet, both in terms of make, shape and head qualities, as well as from a strength of pedigree perspective.


If I had a vision for this line it would be to see Free Spirit become the dominant stud dog in the kennel and used to a greater degree, while at the same time see the Centuria kennel in particular (based on the line breeding to Rogue Robertson), but other kennels with links to this breeding, also make use of the dog. With a limited stud selection in South Africa, it makes sense for some breeders with Rogue Robertson daughters and grand daughters to consider this line. This would extend the gene pool and provide breeders with better options going forward. In short, explode the gene pool through Free Spirit and then selectively bring it closer together through the offspring and related animals.

Breeders should also keep in mind that we are also seeing a link between this line and the line below being developed. This potential provides other options as well.


3) Breeding based on Flash Point Inferno at Kilacabar


This is a particularly interesting one, as Inferno is a UK dog, going back to Ghabar breeding and a double up on Kilacabar Rolling Thunder as described in the “British Advantage” article. In recent years he has been heavily line bred to in the UK, with the outcome being some top UK stud dogs, which in turn have the capability to strengthen the line even further.


Why is this important for South African breeders? Well quite simply, we have Dajan Skies the Limit at Sandawana in South Africa, who is an Inferno grandson. There is already a cluster of good daughters out of him, who are in various kennels and one or two sons that could be used. If you look at Skies the Limit’s make and shape you will note that he looks more like Inferno than the sire or grandsire on the dam’s side.

Pedigree of Dajan Skies the Limit at Sandawana

	Ch Kilacabar 
Fire Starter
	Ch Flash Point Inferno at Kilacabar
	Ch Kilacabar Stand And Deliver

	
	
	Staray's Blue Savannah of Kilacabar

	
	Hocus Pocus
	Ch Kilacabar Rolling Thunder

	
	
	Ice Gold Babe

	Ch Dajan  
Classy Dame
	Radclyffe Gorby's Boy
	Dollygroves Inquisitor

	
	
	Staray's Eternal Flame of Radclyffe

	
	Serene Serenity at Girabarb
	Dajan Stormin Norman

	
	
	Lovely Lucia


Add to this the fact that he has a full sister in SA (UK regent trophy winner), who I am more than sure the Sandawana kennel will breeder out of, as well as a promising Skies the Limit imported nephew (Dajan Double Act at Sandawana) who is a double up on Inferno.



Pedigree of Dajan Double Act at Sandawana
	Parents
	Grand parents
	Great Grand parents

	Nosrettap Celtic Star 
at Kilalcabar
	Ch Alecto Kool Barracuda 
of Kilacabar
	Lustyglaze Too Hot to Handle 
at Kilacabar
(Inferno son)

	
	
	

	
	
	Minffordd Emerald isle of Kilacabar
(Inferno grand daugther)

	
	
	

	
	Kilacabar Fire Star 
at Nosrettap
	Flash Point Inferno at Kilacabar

	
	
	

	
	
	Hocus Pocus
(Rolling Thunder Daugther)

	
	
	

	Dajan Class Act 
of Gamepoint
	Kilacabar 
Fire Starter
	Flash Point Inferno at Kilacabar

	
	
	

	
	
	Hocus Pocus
(Rolling Thunder Daugther)

	
	
	

	
	Dajan  
Classy Dame
	Radclyffe Gorby's Boy

	
	
	

	
	
	Serene Serenity at Girabarb

	
	
	


In addition we are also seeing other imports arrive in SA who are out of Inferno sons and grandsons. This in my mind has the potential to establish a meaningful gene pool, supported by various breeders (co-operative breeding). It also presents the opportunity to line breed based on top UK stock that forms the basis for their ongoing success.


The challenge going forward will be how the breeders make use of this gene pool. Will we see this gene pool diluted or will the breeders have enough sense to build on a very good bloodline. I shudder to think that the opportunity presented will be wasted once again, through reckless out crossing or line breeding with mediocre family members.

Final Thoughts on SA Bloodlines

The Bonaparte line does not offer me the stud selection at present to convince me this is the best direction going forward. We have missed the opportunity of using dogs such as Rhinestone Remarkable and his son Rhinestone the Riddler, which could have been combined with other dogs such as the Sandawana brothers, True as Bob and Tommy Hotspur (Bonaparte grand sons) to expand and strengthen the gene pool. I also believe that Lubjan Rock and Stone, with ties back to both Bonaparte and Frosty Boy could also have played a role with time, had he not been exported.

Instead we have seen breeders diluting the Bonaparte factor and looking for alternatives from a breeding perspective. Unless we see a turn around in the stud force of this line, I cannot see the Bonaparte line having an impact beyond Colin Bohler’s breeding and achievements.

The key dogs coming from the Frosty Boy line are with the Carradice Kennel at present. With the Inqunzi kennel moving to Durban their influence has been nullified. Their dogs are simply too far away to have an impact on breeders from other provinces. At the same time the other kennel that could have supported the bloodline, Centuria, has had a run of bad luck and not produced any influential dogs of late. There is light at the end of the tunnel though, with the Centuria kennel now breeding again.

To sum up then, I am of the opinion that the Inferno line and related gene pool hold for me, the most promise from a bloodline perspective going forward.  The biggest challenge will be to grow a top quality stud force based on the Inferno line, that all breeders could tap into and not dilute the strength of pedigree. If we do not, the potential of creating a lasting bloodline relating to Inferno, will go the same route as the Bonaparte and Frosty Boy lines, whereby one or two breeders will end up trying to make it happen in isolation.

South Africa simply does not have the size kennels of yesteryear for any one breeder to make a difference on their own. Let’s hope that the South African breeders have some good luck and work together to turn this into a “South African breed progress” reality. If the small German and Dutch kennels could develop a line based on Polytelis Silver Convention, then surely South Africans can as well.

****************     THE END     ***************
