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It is impossible to write about Bull Terrier breeding without taking a close look at the breed in the UK and the approach of UK breeders to breed improvement and knowledge transfer, for the UK still remains the backbone of the breed globally.  

Many people would have thought that after the dominant eras of kennels such as Ormandy, Souperlative, Ghabar and Aricon, that the breed in the UK would decline or at the very least slow in progress, thereby allowing the rest of the world to catch up, and possibly see another country such as the USA take over the mantle. Yet the UK remains as dominant today as it ever was, with the rate of progress being maintained by a new generation of top UK kennels.

We have to ask ourselves, why the UK breeders constantly dominate through the production of top quality animals? In the past this was perhaps a little easier to understand, based on the UK kennels of the past and the limited exporting of good dogs out of England, however over the past 20 years we have seen some of the top UK dogs exported and more recently the introduction of the Pet Passport, as well as the general acceptance of artificial insemination, as a means to using the best dogs from around the world.

Is it simply that the UK breeders have access to better breeding stock and with easier access to these dogs, by breeders from around the world, we will see their dominance decline? Time will certainly provide the answer, however there are other factors to consider. Although having access to the best dogs in the world does play a role, I am equally of the opinion that British tradition plays a significant role. As most of us know, the British are set in their ways and change does not happen easily. This is part of the British way of life and not something unique to Bull Terriers or dog breeding. 

Add to this, five important key ingredients and you soon discover that the British have in place a “structure,” that leads to ongoing success and which has been entrenched through time and tradition. We have to realise that this “structure” that I refer to, is not a written game plan or rulebook that everyone in the UK follows, or even something that the UK breeders are aware of (as they simply fit into the structure), but a way of life, the norm, when it come to breeding Bull Terriers in the UK.

The five key ingredients are as follows:

(1) Governance

The Bull Terrier Club in England is in control of the breed in terms of Judges, CCs awarded, the Trophy Shows etc. It is this control (in three key areas) that constructively manages how the best Judges and Bull Terriers become recognised. In so doing they ensure that points 2-4 below are maintained.

Without the acknowledgement of the Bull Terrier Club, a Judge cannot progress up the ranks. The Judge has to demonstrate to the Club, his or her consistent ability as a Judge and more importantly the ability to recognise the best Bull Terriers in each class. This does not only mean applying the breed standard, but also equally having the ability to recognise type, quality and honest worth.  These same judges learn to judge positively, as opposed to fault judging or being caught by a single virtue/ aspect of a Bull Terrier.

A further example of this governance is the Trophy Shows. The policies look to see only the top and experienced judges judging this event, combined with the inviting of dogs and bitches to compete, thereby ensuring that the very best compete against each other under top and experienced judges. This in its self looks to give recognition to the dogs and bitches that will influence breed progress.


What you do not find in the UK is judges awarding CCs and judging the Trophy Show before they have completed their apprenticeship and over time demonstrated their breed understanding. The Kennel Club in actual fact looks to the Bull Terrier Club to approve judges for the awarding of CCs. As breeders/ judges are one and the same, this governance manages the correct thinking process, based on the traditions of the past.



(2) Progressive Development

What I have seen over the years is that the British breeders have a much better understanding of in and line breeding and the value of bloodlines. Far more so, than breeders from other parts of the world. Their belief in the bloodlines sees them having greater resilience in working through the lows of any breeding program. When you see this combined with a more consistent, high standard of judging and the top dogs being brought to the forefront, you find a greater number of breeders tapping into the same gene pool, which provides the foundation for selection variety and breed progression.  



(3) Honest Worth Thinking

This for me is one of the more important factors, as UK breeders seem to have a much more balanced view as to what makes a great Bull Terrier. Equal importance is given to the various aspects of the breed standard. Width and strength of head is just as important as profile. Bone and substance is equally as important as movement and quality. By having a balanced view and an understanding of what makes a great Bull Terrier, this sees the UK breeders paying more attention to the overall finished product, rather than ignoring one aspect and focusing on another.


This thinking, conditions the UK breeders and judges to look at the honest worth of a Bull Terrier from a breeding perspective and not get caught by individual aspects, such as the profile, movement or showmanship etc.



(4) Knowledge Sharing

Although I am not privileged to the point of fully understanding how knowledge is transferred from on generation or kennel to the next in the UK, I would think that the UK achieves this more effectively, based on the governance and honest worth thinking factors.  



(5) Breed Depth

The end result of the above four points is a greater depth in quality animals and therefore greater selection options for breeders. While at the same time the strength of pedigree is always maintained and to a large degree all the top dogs and bitches are more or less related.


If I look at others regions in the world, I find breeders are more focused on trying to do things on their own, such as creating their own line etc. 

When you take the above into consideration, you soon realise that there is an entrenched British culture in place, which provides the platform to achieve success. Many may consider this structure to be too rigid and perhaps not that fair to some people, in as much that if you do not prove your worth and willingness to contribute to the betterment of the breed, you simply do not make it as a successful breeder or Judge in the UK.

I am sure when the brains trust worked towards building this structure, that has now become a culture within the UK, being fair was only one of many considerations in the bigger picture of achieving breed improvement and maintaining a culture of correct thinking. At the back of their minds they probably understood that they couldn’t dictate to others how to breed, but realised that with time, they could influence and indoctrinate up and coming breeders to move in a direction more attuned to developing better breeders, if a structure was in place that focused on achieving this.

I have look around the world at the various regional structures/ cultures in place; I find nothing close to what has been established in the UK. This is probably due to the fact that there was no written British game plan or rulebook to follow, as much of what is in place in the UK is now an unwritten philosophy devised by correct think and a vision for the future.  

In other parts of the world, new comers simply come into the breed and move through the ranks too fast, without learning or fully understanding the value of the five key ingredients mentioned above. The effect of this, is a lack of breed education, a lack of time to develop as a breeder and the diluting of the correct think process, which results in only one thing – a potentially lesser quality of breed mentor going forward. When you ruminate on this, keep in mind that the potential impact is not clearly visible over short periods of time, but much more evident over 15 years plus. 

Living outside of the UK, I tend to think that it is the UK breeders that keep the rest of us on track and honest from a breed improvement perspective.  We only have to look at how the rest of the world values the opinions of top Judges from the UK. If the rest of the world is looking to emulate the UK breeders’ success from a breeding perspective, perhaps we should be asking if we have the key ingredients in place to make this happen. 

What I have also noticed and again you will not notice the change over a short period of time, is that in the UK the structures are being tested and in some cases slowly being eroded away. This I believe is a negative aspect of the unwritten rules/ logic and the fact that when the custodianship is passed from one person to the next that the value and logic of what has been established is rarely pasted on effectively or understood to the same degree. Like the broken telephone game we all played as kids, the meaning of the message is interpreted differently. 

At this point I would like to bring up two examples of unwritten rules that are from time to time tested by people in the ring, but hopefully maintain enough support to be effective in breed improvement. Before I mention them I would also like to point out that there are strong views both for and against these unwritten rules.

You as an individual should assess these rules not from the perspective as to what is right or fair to the individual, but what is in the best interest of our breed and breed improvement.

In South Africa there is an unwritten rule not to show for unnecessary CCs (challenge certificates) or collect CCs beyond those required to gain Champion status. In the UK there is a similar understanding amongst UK breeders, as well as the understanding of not showing Champions for CCs, except at certain shows. Now although there is no champions’ class in the UK, there is a champions class in South Africa, where champions can compete for best of breed without entering the CC classes. I have noted that from time to time breeders come along and baulk at these rules, stating that it is their right to show for, as many CCs as they like and often quote that there are no Kennel Union/ Club rules that say they cannot. As far as the Kennel Union/ Club goes they are correct, however are they correct from a breed interest perspective?

Recently in the UK, some breeders have taken to chasing records relating to the number of CCs won by a Bull Terrier (a record, which to the best of my knowledge, has stood since 1906). Now as much as there might be some glory or self-satisfaction in breaking this record, I have to question the impact this might have on the breed. For starters it means champions back in the ring chasing CC’s. This has the knock on effect of firstly demonstrating to new and up and coming breeders that this is an acceptable practice by breeders and secondly, if unchecked we send out the message that winning and records are more important than encouraging dog showing and breed improvement. One might argue that by showing for extra CCs, this only encourages other breeders to breed better. Well, let us consider the logic of these unwritten rules and you can be the judge, as to whether they are required to assist with breed progress and stability. In my mind there are two questions that need to be answered in assessing the value of these rules. 

The first questions is, “Does the breed in any way gain from Bull Terriers collecting unnecessary CCs or is the benefit more individually orientated?”

The second question is, “Does the unwritten rule potentially work towards breed improvement or is it a stumbling block towards breed improvement?”

So, does beating other breeders constantly, make them better breeders? Logic tells me, that this (collecting CCs) does not make the losers better breeders, only correct thinking and education can achieve this. If anything, the constant losing only results in frustration and or a loss of interest. Surely if someone is constantly being beaten, it stands to reason that they will show less or wait for the opportunity when they can repay the beating. Why try and make a dog or bitch into a champion when you know you have zero chance in beating 10 or so mature champions chasing CCs? If the top champions are collecting the CCs, does this not mean that less and less up and coming dogs would become champions and is there not a point in time in showing and breeding dogs, where if the effort and reward ratio is not only challenging, but attainable, we simply lose interest? Go to Las Vegas and play those one-arm bandits and image feeding those machines hour after hour with no pay back. Yes, you give up and walk away. Showing dogs is no different. The effort/ reward ratio needs not only to be a challenge, but attainable.

In theory the unwritten rule is in place to maintain a balance in competitive showing, the ability to reward breeding success and the creation of new challenges each year, which in turn drives breed progress. By taking any of these elements away, which showing for extra CCs can do, there is the risk of sacrificing breed progress/ stability, in the interest of the individual. 

Sometimes unwritten rules are needed to maintain balance and breed progress. As a breeder or exhibitor you need to decide what is in the interest of the breed that you love so much and from which you have reaped so much enjoyment. Just maybe there is an unwritten and logical reason why the CC record in the UK has stood for over 100 years.

The Bloodline Continues

This article would not be complete without taking a look at some of the influential UK dogs over the past twenty or so years and noting how the UK breeders have progressed in the post Ormandy/Souperlative era. My objective is not to look at the history as detailed in the 5th, 6th and 7th Bull Terrier Books, but to focus on how the breeders have maintained their rate of progress.

Whichever way one looks at it, the Ormandy/Souperlative breeding clearly dominated the 70s with Ch Souperlative Jackadandy of Ormandy winning the Stud Dog Trophy from 1978 through to 1984 (six years in a row). What this basically meant was that to a large degree most of the top Bull Terriers in the 80s were related. Yet through the 80s, 90s and beyond we would see a new generation of Kennel names rise to the forefront of UK Bull Terriers. The leading four that most of us would become very familiar with are Aricon, Brobar, Ghabar and more recently Kilacabar. 

By studying the breeding of this time and following on from the Ormandy success, it is easy to identify the important role that Brobar Silver Satin of Ghabar played in taking the breed forward. Silver Satin was a daughter of Ch Meregis Jack Knife, who in turn was a son of Jackadandy (who in turn was a grandson of Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative), as well as going back to Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative behind Jack Knife’s dam. Silver Satin’s dam, Brobar Clever Clogs, was a daughter of Ch Hardras Prince Charming, and the result of a double up mating (half brother/half sister) on Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative. So although the Ormandy/Souperlative kennel had disappeared from the scene, Silver Satin was intensely line bred to Bonaparte (sire and dam were both close double ups on Bonanparte).

If the above sounds confusing, study the pedigree below and you will note, that Silver Satin in simple terms, is heavily line bred to Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative.

Pedigree of Brobar Silver Satin of Ghabar
	Parents
	Grandparents
	Great Grandparents
	GG Grandparents

	Ch Meregis Jack Knife
	Ch Souperlative Jackadandy of Ormandy
	Ch Jobrulu 
Jacqueminot
	Ch Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative

	
	
	
	Jobrulu Xotica

	
	
	Souperlative 
Trotwood
	Ch Abraxas Audacity

	
	
	
	Ch Souperlative Rominten Rheingold

	
	Hollyfir´s 
Mary Kate
	Ch Hollyfir´s 
Devils General
	Ch Hollyfir´s Devils Disciple
(Half brother to Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative)

	
	
	
	Hollyfir´s Sweet Cecily

	
	
	Hollyfir´s 
Bitter Sweet
	Ch Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative

	
	
	
	Ch Sweet Thursday of Hollyfir

(Monkerys Mr. Frosty of Ormandy grand daugther)

	Brobar Clever Clogs
	Ch Hardras 
Prince Charming
	Ch Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative
	Ch Maerdy Maestro of Ormandy

	
	
	
	Souperlative Booksale Angels Tears

	
	
	Ch Souperlative 
Laura
	Ch Romany River Pirate

	
	
	
	Ch Souperlative Rominten Rheingold

	
	Brobar Elan
	Ch Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative
	Ch Maerdy Maestro of Ormandy

	
	
	
	Souperlative Booksale Angels Tears

	
	
	Chloe of Brobar
	Ch Ormandy´s Caviar
(Ormandy Archangel son)

	
	
	
	Tessa of Brobar


The Ghabar kennel would go on to take this one step further by doing a half brother/half sister, double up mating on Silver Satin to produce Ch Ghabar the Admiral. This was a further intensification of the gene pool. 

Although other dogs did play a role in the production of the Admiral, his breeding indicates that he is heavily line bred back to Bonaparte, with many other crosses back to the Ormandy/Souperlative bloodline. It is perhaps this intense line breeding that made him a great success at stud and a phenomenal producer of outstanding bitches. The UK breeders, who are not slow on the up-take, quickly realised the value of his virtues and the strength of his pedigree.

Pedigree of Ghabar the Admiral
	Parents
	Grandparents
	Great Grandparents

	Ch Ghabar Crusader
	Ch Catrana Eye 
Opener of Aricon
	Ch Eyeshiner of Aricon
(A son of Aricon Chief Eye Shy, who is heavily line bred to Maerdy Maestro of Ormandy – Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative’s sire)

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Kenstaff Shirley

	
	
	

	
	Brobar Silver Satin 
of Ghabar
	Ch Meregis Jack Knife

	
	
	

	
	
	Brobar Clever Clogs

	
	
	

	UK Ch Ghabar Dee Jay
	INT Ch Brobar 
Troubleshooter
	INT NL Ch Lordsfield Bombardier of Brobar
(A double up Badlesmere Bonaparte grand daughter, put to a half brother of Bonaparte)

	
	
	

	
	
	Ch Brobar Hotline
(Double up on Ormandy´s Archangel)

	
	
	

	
	Brobar Silver Satin 
of Ghabar
	Ch Meregis Jack Knife

	
	
	

	
	
	Brobar Clever Clogs

	
	
	


The male line from the Admiral would continue through his son Ghabar Flagship (the Admiral mated back to a Silver Satin daughter. Flagship was three times Silver Satin and closely line bred.), who in turn produced Kilacabar Rolling Thunder.

Pedigree of Ghabar Flagship
	Parents
	Grand parents
	Great Grandparents

	UK Ch Ghabar the Admiral
	Ch Ghabar Crusader
	Ch Catrana Eye Opener of Aricon

	
	
	

	
	
	Brobar Silver Satin of Ghabar

	
	
	

	
	UK Ch Ghabar Dee Jay
	INT Ch Brobar Troubleshooter
(Goes back to a double up on Bonaparte)

	
	
	

	
	
	Brobar Silver Satin of Ghabar

	
	
	

	Ghabar Liberty
	USA Ch ROM Aricon 
Hawk-Eye Jack
	Ch Catrana Eye Opener of Aricon

	
	
	

	
	
	Laucher´s Lady Hamilton

	
	
	

	
	Brobar Silver Satin of Ghabar
	Ch Meregis Jack Knife

	
	
	

	
	
	Brobar Clever Clogs

	
	
	


The era of the Admiral, Flagship and Rolling Thunder was in reality a time period, where the UK breeders intentionally or not, consolidated and strengthened the gene pool. At the time there were other factors, such as the success of the Aricon line, which was perhaps tempting breeders to experiment, and not breed as close as had been done in the past.

Breeders were using the above named dogs back to the original Ormandy/ Souperlative lines, out crossing with the Aricon bloodline and experimenting with close line breeding. This stagnation in progress was perhaps due to two reasons, namely, a dip in progress can be encountered as a result of continued line breeding. It is a known fact, the more intense the line breeding the greater the risk of experiencing as dip in breeding stock quality, before it picks up again. It is as if the intensity of the gene pool results in the animals, particularly a dog or bitch heavily packed into the pedigree in the 3rd, 4th, and 5th generation, has a greater influence on the appearance of the offspring, than the animals in the 1st and 2nd generation. Some breeders would refer to this as a throw back.

A second reason for the stagnation could be the fact that the Aricon kennel was doing equally well in the ring, with a line that was not closely line breed to the Ghabar lines. When you consider this, as well as the fact that new lines were being introduced and used in the UK such as Iffinist Local Hero (a Polytelis Silver Convention son) and breeders were experimenting with the crossing of the Ghabar and Aricon lines, it is feasible to consider that perhaps the stagnation was due to the out crossing and the dilution of the lines.

The Kilacabar Kennel would however, go on to produce Kilacabar Stand and Deliver, a son of Rolling Thunder. It would however, be another generation before we would see the result of the UK breeders returning to intense line breeding back to the originally successful bloodline. Keeping in mind that Rolling Thunder’s, sire, Flagship was closely line bred on Silver Satin (see above), a UK breeder would used Stand and Deliver in a mating that was a half brother/ half sister, double up on Rolling Thunder. The result was the birth of the next key dog in the UK, namely Ch Flashpoint Inferno of Kilacabar. Inferno would go on to take the Stud Dog Trophy in 2000 and 2001. 

Pedigree of Flashpoint Inferno of Kilacabar
	Parents
	Grandparents
	Great Grandparents
	GG Grandparents

	UK Ch Kilacabar Stand and Deliver
	UK Ch Kilacabar Rolling Thunder
	UK Ch. Ghabar Flagship
	UK Ch Ghabar the Admiral
(Double Up Silver Satin)

	
	
	
	Ghabar Liberty
(Silver Satin Daughter)

	
	
	Joan La Pucelle
	Grealltop Matador

(Jackadandy grandson)

	
	
	
	Grealltop Sayani

	
	Kilacabar a Kind of Magic of Bullyvark
	UK Ch Arguside Yuletide Ghoste on Curraneye
	Ch Burundi Black

(Heavily line bred to Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative and his sire on the dam’s side)

	
	
	
	Ch Arguside Giggling Ghoste on Curraneye

	
	
	Kilacabar Triple Echo
	Ch Burundi Black

(Heavily line bred to Badlesmere Bonaparte of Souperlative and his sire on the dam’s side)

	
	
	
	Joan La Pucelle

	Staray´s Blue Savannah of Kilacabar
	UK Ch Kilacabar Rolling Thunder
	UK Ch Ghabar Flagship
	UK Ch Ghabar the Admiral

(Double Up Silver Satin)

	
	
	
	Ghabar Liberty

(Silver Satin Daughter)

	
	
	Joan La Pucelle
	Grealltop Matador
(Jackadandy grandson)

	
	
	
	Grealltop Sayani

	
	Staray´s Poke Salad Annie
	UK Ch Mapalee Inoxydable
	Mapalee Turbulent

	
	
	
	Mapalee Chicory Bud

	
	
	Staray´s Sweet Sensation of Eirdred
	UK Ch Ghabar the Admiral

(Double Up Silver Satin)

	
	
	
	unknown


At the time of writing these articles (2007), it is evident that over the last seven years that many UK breeders are now line breeding to Inferno with great success. You only have to look at the Bull Terrier Year Books from 2003 onwards and study the pedigrees to realise just how successful they have been line breeding to Inferno. Looking at the pedigrees and seeing Inferno 2 or 3 times in the breeding, shows me that the UK breeders are using the strength of the pedigree to maintain progress, while at the same time breeding with the top animals in the bloodline. It is only a matter of time before we see the next key dog produced, which has the genetic strength to move the UK ahead in breed progress.

As an outsider looking in, I can only admire how the UK breeders have persisted in maintaining the genetic strength of the bloodline over the years and I am not talking about one breeder but many breeders, from the days of Raymond Oppenheimer through to today’s top breeders. It goes to show what correct thinking can achieve when combined with positive structures and unwritten rules that look to maintain breed progress. Luck does play a role and we do find chance matings that produce the goods, however, recognition must be given to structures and thinking, which has now become part of the breed culture in the UK.

I only hope that the up and coming breeders in the UK can recognise the time-tested value of this culture and look to protect it. Equally important is for the current custodians of the breed to take a firm stand in preserving this culture by educating the younger generation, as the younger generation, all around the world, is far more vocal today and perhaps not as tolerant as past generations were, when it comes to traditions, rules and more particularly unwritten rules. For if they do not, they will open the door and see the rest of world catch up.

Enough about the UK breeders - let us now move on and take a look at breeding Bull Terriers.

Next Article - Breeding Mania (Obsessions)
